Mrs. Blumberg & Mrs. Clausen
Freshman Literature & Composition
      Room: A265
Emails: lblumberg@ecusd7.org and hclausen@ecusd7.org 
Course Objectives: In Freshman Literature and Composition students will read and discuss a variety of texts as well as produce a variety of writing assignments and projects in addition to daily activities. Through close reading, class discussion, writing, and in-class activities, students will learn to analyze and effectively discuss literary texts. They will also craft a variety of essays, fiction writing pieces, poetry, and non-fiction assignments. By doing this, they will hone their critical thinking skills throughout the course. By the end of the school year, the students in this class will have a better command of literature and have improved their reading and writing skills. 

Rules:

· Be RESPECTFUL

· Of yourself

· Of others

· Of school property and environment

· Be Prepared

· Bring your binder, a pen and pencil, and your textbook to class each day unless otherwise specified. 

· Be Present

· In mind and body. Be attentive and to participate. Being physically present in the classroom is not enough. Participation includes actively listening and engaging in small groups and class discussions, class activities, and in-class assignments.

· Be Responsible

· For yourself

· For your actions

· For your work

· For your technology: Phones are not to be out or on in the classroom unless instructed otherwise.  Class texts (e.g., books, poems, etc.) can be accessed on laptops or tablets if previously downloaded; however, we do not have wifi, and service is generally poor if using data so do not depend on it to access class assignments and/or readings. 
Consequences:

· 1st Offense: Verbal warning/discussion

· 2nd Offense: Conference / possible detention

· 3rd Offense: Call to guardian / detention

· 4th Offense: Office referral

· In the event of a more serious offense, I retain the right to choose the consequence based on the severity of the student’s behavior, regardless of whether or not the offense is a 1st, 2nd, etc.

Policies and Procedures:

· Beginning Class – Most classes will begin with a journal entry or some other type of warm-up activity. Students should be prepared to enter the classroom and look at the Have Out and the Do Now that will appear on the board each day and begin working accordingly. 

· Tardies – Students not in their seats when the bell rings will receive a tardy. Students going to their lockers to retrieve supplies/ID will also receive a tardy. Three tardies will result in a referral. 

· Dismissal – The teachers dismiss you, not the bell. 
· Late Work – Late work will not receive full credit. Assignments turned in one day late will be deducted 10 %. Assignments turned in two days late will be deducted 20%. Assignments turned in three days late will be deducted 30 %. No late assignments more than three days late will be accepted unless we have a previous agreement.

· Make-up Work – If an absence is excused, students will have one day for each missed day to make-up assignments and exams. If an assignment is due on the day a student is absent, it will be due the day he/she returns. If gone for more than one day, see me for missed work. It is the student’s responsibility to collect make-up work. In addition, Students are expected to collect and turn in make-up work throughout the year and I will not allow students to make-up work at the end of the quarter or semester for days missed weeks earlier.

· Extra Credit – Occasionally students will be given extra credit opportunities throughout the school year. Also, going above and beyond on an assignment may result in extra credit points.  

· Hall Passes – Students must have their agendas to leave class for any reason. 

· Class Discussions – Students will be expected to participate in class discussions in a respectful and engaged manner. They will receive participation grades throughout the school year based on their involvement and contribution to class discussions. 

· Assignments – Each assignment turned in should have the student’s name, date, and class period at the top of the paper. 

· Help – If you need help or have questions I am available during sixth period and after school. The Writing Center and after-school tutoring is also available Monday-Thursday. 

· Plagiarism / Cheating – We have a ZERO tolerance plagiarism and cheating policy. Any student found purposefully plagiarizing any part of an assignment or cheating on an assignment will receive an automatic zero and a referral. Copying and pasting information from a website or someone else’s paper with no citation is considered plagiarism.
Supplies:

· One three-ring binder

· One folder

· One spiral notebook – To be used for daily journal entries and turned in periodically for assessment. Please have one notebook just for this class. I will need to collect and grade them periodically.

· Pens (black or blue ink only please), pencils

· Colored pencils and/or a set of highlighters

· 3x5 Index cards

· Post-It Notes for annotating

· Computer login and password (You will get this at registration; write it down!)

· Student ID
Required Reading / Texts:

· McDougal Littell Literature Text Book (provided)

· Grammar text book (provided)

· Required  To Kill a Mockingbird  ISBN: 978-0-446-31078-9 (Additionally, an audio version can be accessed from the public library.)

· Required  Of Mice and Men  ISBN: 978-0-14-017739-8

Dear Parent(s) / Guardian(s),

We are truly looking forward to a year spent helping your students improve their communication arts skills. In anticipation of the year to come, we have prepared this syllabus for you and your student to go over together. 

Please discuss the syllabus and sign below stating that you have read and understand the requirements for Freshman Literature & Composition. This sheet, due by Friday, August 18, will be each student’s first grade in this class. If the school does not have your most current phone number or email on file, please provide that as well. Our email addresses are provided at the top of the syllabus and is the best way to contact us. We will always reply, so if you do not get a response, we most likely did not receive your email. 

Every year, we have the students write us an introductory letter about themselves that helps us get to know them. In addition to their letter, this year we are asking you (parents/guardians) to write us an introductory email about your child as well. If you would like, the introduction could include information like your child’s special abilities, strengths, struggles, school experiences, interests, etc. Please also include any expectations you have for this school year and anything you’d like us to keep in mind about your child. If you choose not to participate, that’s ok, too; your email/letter will not affect their grade either way. 

Thank you so much for your time. We look forward to a great year and hope to see you at open house!

Lori Blumberg & Heather Clausen
_______________________________________________ 

____________



Student’s Name (print)





Class Period

______________________________________________

___________________________

Student’s Signature






Date

______________________________________________



Parent / Guardian Signature






______________________________________________



Parent / Guardian Signature







Please complete below only if the school does not have your most current contact information:

______________________________________________

________________________________
Parent / Guardian Email





Phone number

______________________________________________

________________________________
Parent / Guardian Email





Phone number

