[image: image1.jpg]


Name: ____________________

The Tragedy of Romeo & Juliet

Study Guide Acts III - V

Part I: Characters: Identify the following characters in the play and write brief descriptions for each as we encounter them.
1. Friar John

2. Apothecary

Part II:  Plot - Answer the following questions in detail.
Act III, scene i

1. At the beginning of Act 3, what do the following lines foreshadow?

“I pray thee, good Mercutio, let’s retire.

The day is hot, the Capulets abroad,

And, if we meet, we shall not ‘scape a brawl,

For now, these hot days, is the mad blood stirring.”

2. What does Mercutio tell us about Benvolio in lines 15-27? Explain.

3. Examine Mercutio’s “a grave man” line. What figure of speech is used? What is the meaning?

4. Explain the following lines (write your response in the margin):

“This gentleman, the Prince’s near ally,

My very friend, hath got his mortal hurt

In my behalf - my reputation stained

With Tybalt’s slander - Tybalt, that an hour

Hath been my cousin. O sweet Juliet,

Thy beauty hath made me effeminate

And in my temper soft’ned valor’s steel!” (Lines 103-109)

5. What does Benvolio tell Romeo and why? (lines 127-130)
6. The Prince is personally affected by the deaths. To whom was the Prince related?

7. What does the Prince promise to do if Romeo is found?

Act III, scenes ii-iv

8. In her speech at the beginning of Scene 2, what is Juliet looking forward to that night?

9. Write down three of the ways Juliet describes Romeo in Scene 2, lines 73-79:

10. The Nurse says, “Shame come to Romeo!” How does Juliet react to the Nurse?

11. Where is Romeo hiding?

12. What is Friar Lawrence’s opinion of Romeo’s punishment in Scene 3, lines 24-29?

13. In Scene 3, lines 33-40, why does Romeo say that is less honored than carrion-flies?

14. What three reasons does Friar Lawrence give Romeo to show that he should be happy?

15. In Scene 3, the Nurse gives Romeo a gift from Juliet. What is the gift?

Act III, scene v/Act IV, scenes i-iii
16. Why does Juliet want to believe the birdsong she can hear is a nightingale, not a lark?

17. What does Juliet mean by an “ill-divining soul” in Scene 5, line 54?

18. Why do Juliet’s parents believe she is upset? How do they want her to cheer up?

19. How does the Nurse describe Paris in Scene 5, lines 219-223?

20. What reason does Paris give for not having spent much time courting Juliet?

21. Name three of the horrible things Juliet says she would find preferable to marrying Paris:

22. Describe the Friar’s plan in your own words:

23. Describe three things Juliet thinks might go wrong if she takes the potion:

24. Write down six words from Juliet’s speech (Scene 3, lines 36-58) that show her feelings about

death:

Act IV, scenes iv and v/Act V, scene i
25. What does Capulet mean when he says the Nurse should “go and trim her up” in Scene 4, line 25?

26. Who is the first to find Juliet’s body and think that she’s dead in Scene 5?

27. In what three ways does Capulet say he can tell Juliet is dead?

28. What does the Friar advise Juliet’s parents to do with her body?

29. Describe the dream that Romeo has just had at the beginning of Scene 1?

30. Who brings news from Verona?

31. What does the messenger say about Juliet?

32. Write down three of the ways Romeo describes the apothecary he has seen around in Scene 1,

lines 37-41:

33. Why is it difficult to get poison in Mantua? Why does Romeo believe this apothecary will sell him some despite this?

Act V, scenes ii and iii
34. In Scene 2, what is Friar John’s excuse for not having delivered the letter to Romeo?

35. What is Friar Lawrence’s plan of action once he realizes Romeo hasn’t received his letter?

36. Who is the first person to arrive at Juliet’s tomb in Scene 3?

37. Explain Paris’ logic in thinking that Romeo is responsible for Juliet killing herself:

38. Does Romeo say he’s happy or sad in Scene 3, lines 88-90? How does he explain it?

39. Does Juliet wake up just before Romeo dies or just after?

40. Who is present when Juliet awakens? Why doesn’t this person stay?

41. Why does Juliet kiss Romeo’s lips even after he already died?

42. How does Juliet kill herself?

43. Which two characters are detained by the watchmen after Juliet’s death?

44. What’s the main point of Capulet’s speech in Scene 3, lines 296-298?

45. Rewrite the final six lines of the play in your own words (Scene 3, lines 305-310).
Part III:  Themes - What messages about the following themes are conveyed in the play? Please use specific examples.
1. Love

2. Hate

3. Fate
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