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Name: ________________
The Tragedy of Romeo & Juliet
Study Guide Acts I and II

Part I: Characters: Identify the following characters in the play and write brief descriptions for each as we encounter them.
1. Chorus

2. Sampson

3. Gregory

4. Abram

5. Balthasar

6. Benvolio

7. Tybalt

8. Capulet

9. Lady Capulet

10. Montague

11. Lady Montague

12. Prince Escalus 
13. Romeo

14. Paris

15. Nurse

16. Juliet

17. Mercutio

18. Friar Lawrence

Part II:  Plot - Answer the following questions in detail.
Act I, prologue, scene i

1. In which town is the play set?

2. How much does the prologue tell you about the plot of the play?

3. What does Sampson mean when he says he will not “carry coals?”

4. Complete this sentence: In Shakespearean times, biting your thumb was...

a. a gesture of friendship

b. an insult

c. hitting on someone

5. Is Benvolio a Montague or a Capulet?

6. Does Lady Capulet want her husband to get involved in the fight?

7. How many times have the Capulets and Montagues had street fights recently?

8. How has Romeo been spending his days recently?

 a. picking fights on the boardwalk

 b. locked in his room being moody

 c. dreaming of Juliet

9. What does Romeo reveal in his speech about love in scene 1, lines 176-186?
10. Whom does Romeo say he loves in scene 1?

11. What three romantic approaches from Romeo has she rejected? (Scene 1, lines 203-205)

12. What does Benvolio tell Romeo to do in order to forget the girl who doesn’t want him?

Act I, scenes ii-iii


13. What “suit” does Paris bring to Capulet in scene 2?

14. Why is the servant upset about having been given a list of party guests to find?

15. What does Romeo want to happen to his eyes if they find someone other than Rosaline desirable at the party?

16. How old is Juliet? When’s her birthday?

17. Write down the Nurse’s one story about Juliet as a toddler in your own words:

18. Does Lady Capulet want Juliet to love Paris?

a. No. She tells Juliet that she shouldn’t judge a book by its cover.

b. Yes. She says Paris is a gorgeous book and Juliet will be the cover.

c. Yes. He’s very educated with a bachelor’s degree in English literature.

Act I, scenes iv and v

19. According to Mercutio, who or what is Queen Mab, and what does she do?

20. What does Romeo say about the value of dreams?

21. What does Mercutio say about the value of dreams?

22. What is Romeo’s mood at the end of Scene 4? What makes him feel this way?

23. When Romeo first sees Juliet, what terms does he use to describe her?

24. How does Tybalt recognize Romeo?

25. When Tybalt is ready to seize Romeo and throw him out of the party, what does Capulet say to Tybalt? Why?

26. How does Romeo find out Juliet’s last name?

27. How does Juliet find out Romeo’s last name?

Act II, prologue, scenes i and ii

28. What does the Act 2 Prologue say happened to Romeo’s love for Rosaline?

29. What does Romeo mean by “dull earth” in scene 1, line 2?

30. Who does Mercutio think that Romeo is in love with in his speech in scene 1, lines 6-21?

31. What does Romeo compare Juliet to in his first speech in scene 2, lines 2-3?

32. Rewrite Juliet’s speech in Scene 2, lines 38-43, in your own words:

33. When Juliet says “That which we call a rose / By any other word would smell as sweet,” what does she mean? 

a. her love for Romeo is true, but dangerous – like the thorn on a rose

b. Romeo is wonderful no matter what his name is

c. Romeo smells nice and has petal-soft skin

34. Why is Juliet at first cautious about making promises to Romeo (scene 2, lines 116-120)?

35. What does Juliet instruct Romeo to send her the next day?

Act II, scenes iii and iv

36. At the beginning of scene 3, what does Friar Lawrence have in his basket?

37. With whom does Friar Lawrence assume Romeo has spent the night?

38. Explain what Friar Lawrence means when he says, “O, she knew well / Thy love did read by rote and could not spell,” in scene 3, lines 88-89:

39. What positive effect does Friar Lawrence hope Romeo and Juliet’s marriage will have?

40. Who are Laura, Dido, Cleopatra, Helen, and Hero? What does Mercutio say about them?

41. How does Mercutio treat the Nurse? 

a. He adores her and wants her to be his mom.

b. He mistakenly thinks that she is Rosaline.

c. He makes rude jokes about her.

42. What instructions does Romeo tell the Nurse to pass on to Juliet?

43. Who does the Nurse say also wants to marry Juliet? What does she say Juliet’s feelings are for this other suitor?

Act II, scenes v and vi

44. What time of day is it?

45. How long has the Nurse been gone on her errand to Romeo?

46. Summarize Juliet’s complaints about the Nurse, line by line in her speech:

47. Is Romeo fearful of the future? Explain the following lines 7-8:

“Then love-devouring death do what he dare

It is enough I may but call her mine.”

48. What is the Friar’s warning in the lines 9-11:

“These violent delights have violent ends

And in their triumph die like fire and powder,

Which, as they kiss, consume.”

49. What is the Friar’s advice to Romeo in the following lines?

“Therefore love moderately: long love doth so:

Too swift arrives as tardy as too slow.”

50. What happens at the very end of Scene 6?


